DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
Panama City Regulatory Field Office
1002 West 23" Street, Suite 350

Panama City, Florida 32405-3648
REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

o b el e -~ JUL 182005
PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. SAJ-2001-140 (IP-DEB)

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received an application for
a Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. §403) as described below:

APPLICANT: City of Mexico Beach
118 North 14" Street
Mexico Beach, Florida 32410

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The project is located in waters of the United
States, at the Mexico Beach Inlet, City of Mexico Beach, St. Andrew
Bay watershed, Bay County, Florida.

Directions to the site are as follows: From Panama City, proceed east
on U.S. Highway 98 to Canal Parkway. Head south on Canal Parkway to
the project area at the western shoreline of the Mexico Beach Canal.

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude 29°57'00" North
Longitude 84°26'00" West -

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: To install a sand bypass system.

Overall: To install a sand bypass system in order to reduce shoaling
and the need for frequent dredging, and maintain a safe and navigable
channel at the mouth of the Mexico Beach Canal, in Bay County.

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant proposes to construct a sand bypass
system at the mouth of the Mexico Beach canal. This sand bypass
system includes constructing a sand trap at the west side of the canal
entrance, replacing the rock jetty with a sheetpile jetty at the
eastern side of the canal entrance, and installing a 1900’ discharge
pipe from the west shoreline and under the canal to a distance
approximately 1500’ east of the inlet. Technical feasibility reports
indicate that, based on an average production rate of 150 yds®’/hr for 6
hrs/day, 5 days/week, and for 16 weeks, that a mechanical bypassing
rate of 81,000 yds® could be reached, which is sufficient to bypass the
historic 32,000 yds®’/yr and maximum 80,000 yds®/yr annual dredging

rate, as well as the gross transport rate of 80,300 yds3/yr calculated
for the inlet channel.




MITIGATION: The Corps has determined that this project will not
result in impacts to wetlands or sensitive aquatic resources according
to information contained in the application. Therefore, no mitigation
is proposed for this project.

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The project area is part of a larger dynamic
coastal beach and dune system and marine environment hosting an inlet,
which is a navigable waterway connecting the Mexico Beach Canal to the
Gulf of Mexico. The project area is devoid of seagrasses, but hosts a
variety of typical marine fishes and invertebrates including benthic
and sessile organisms common to jetties and inlets in the northern
Gulf of Mexico. The surrounding project area contains beach and dune
systems, used by residents and tourists for recreation.

ENDANGERED SPECIES:

Based on the project location and application information, the U.S
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has determined the proposal may, but
is not likely to adversely affect the Endangered green sea turtle
{(Chelonia mydas), Endangered hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata
imbricata), Endangered Kemp'’s Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys kempi),
Endangered leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), Threatened
loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta), and the Endangered West
Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus). Additiconally, the Corps has
determined the project may affect the Endangered Gulf sturgeon
(Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi) or its designated critical habitat.
Therefore, the Corps will request informal consultation with the Fish
and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service pursuant to
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate letter.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT (EFH): This Notice initiates the EFH
consultation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act. Our initial determination is that the proposed
action would have a minor adverse impact on the EFH or federally
managed fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. Our Final determination
relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures is
subject to review by and coordination with the National Marine
Fisheries Service.

NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information
furnished by the applicant. This information has not been verified.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification may be
required from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. The
FDEP Joint Coastal Permit File Number is #0245753-001-JC.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to
the District Engineer at the above address within 30 days from the
date of this notice.

If you have any gquestions concerning this application, you may contact
Mr. Dale E. Beter, at the letterhead address, by electronic mail at
[ dale.e.betere@saj02.usace.army.mil, by fax at 850-872-0231, or by
“teléphone at 850-763-0717, #57.7
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